LONELINESS AND DESTINY
"Of course I remember. The young fellow
had to keep the emperor in mind of the fact that
he was a man and not a god. But nowadays that
sort of thing is needless. For my part, at any
rate, I have never had any inclination to fancy
myself a god, but have always been keenly aware
that I am a mortal man, with all the weaknesses
and passions proper to mortality/*
He spoke with obvious emotion, and then went
on in a calmer tone:
"You are perpetually hinting at the danger
that may result from the lack of an opposition.
This danger would be actual if we lived in quiet
times. But to-day the opposition is embodied in
the problems that have to be solved, in the moral
and economic problems that perpetually press for
solution. These suffice to prevent a ruler from
going to sleep! Furthermore, I create an opposi-
tion within myself 1"
"I seem to be listening to Lord Byron," said L
"I often read both Byron and Leopardi. Then,
when I have had enough of human beings, I go
for a voyage. If I could do whatever I liked, I
should always be at sea. When that is impossible,
I content myself with animals. Their mental life
approximates to that of man, and yet they don't
want to get anything out of him: horses, dogs,
and my favourite the cat. Or else I watch wild
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